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from the other.    It usually occurs in a lower level; it    Chap.III.
has commonly a deep red colour; contains garnets; and
is not porphyritic.

When granite is not covered by any other formation^
it forms high insulated cliffs and steep rugged rocks.

2. Gneiss*

Gneiss * is the formation which lies immediately over
granite, and into which indeed it gradually passes.
Gneiss consists of the same constituents as granite ; Composi-
namely, felspar, quartz, arid mica : but it differs in its
structure, being disposed into slates from the prevalence
of the mica. The texture of the individual slates is
granular. Hence the structure of gneiss is granular
slaty* Gneiss is always distinctly stratified. It some-
times contains crystals of schorl ; but they are smaller

und much more uncommon than in granite.     Tourma-   Foreign mi*

...        .       .                            T

line is more common, and so likewise is garnet.    It

contains in it many foreign beds, which is not the case
with granite, Beds of three of the first six subordinate
formations are found in it. It is, .perhaps, richer fa
metallic ores than any other formation. Almost every
metal occurs in it, either in beds or veins.

When gneiss is not covered by any other formation^
it forms round-backed mountains, and likewise crags ;
but less steep and insulated than those composed of
granite.

* The word gums is of Saxon origin, and was applied by the miners
to the decomposed stone which forms the walls of veins, Werner first
gave it the meaning which it now bears. See Jameson's Geognosy^
D. II.?.